Marine Science Building Proposal: status meeting


9/23/08

Justification:

The Marine Science program offers a rigorous AS degree in the biological science.  No other program here has the number of or intensity of biological science classes as our program.  Despite this, our students don't have any greater access to science laboratory facilities than any other students.  This is really unacceptable even at the AS level.  In addition, we are experiencing an increase in our program enrollment and courses our faculty instruct (Marine Biology, Environmental Science, Zoology, etc) are required and popular across all majors.  The current 3 science classroom setup without a laboratory needs to be overhauled.  The current facilities are fine for teaching  a few science classes to the student body at large, but are well short of ideal for a satisfying the needs of science majors.  The lab space along with guest lodging will allow us to continue to extend invitations to vising biologists, expanding collaborative efforts between COM-FSM and the research community, and provide our students more frequent research technician opportunities. 

Marine Science  Building Wish-list:  

· Classroom with seating for 35

· Student computer lab

· Office space for 3-4 faculty/office manager

· laboratory facility designed to support student lab work and lab interaction and house a modest collection of museum specimens and research collections

· 2nd floor apartment for 2-3  (this will allow us to offer support to visiting biologists)

· modest outside rinsing area storage area for nets and other equipment

