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PROG. EVALUATION
Associate of Science Program in Teacher Education (AS-TE)
(ending May 2011)

APPENDIX T FO T

PURPOSE: The purpose of this program evaluation is to review the AS-TE program and its effectiveness
as well as to determine if the students are learning what the program/courses say that they are learning.
The evaluation process also determines how the program is meeting its goals and objectives and
identifies areas needing enhancement.

PROCEDURES: The ED/SS Division provides information on the following:

(a) PROGRAM GOALS. There were two overlapping sets of goals. According to the 2007-2009 General
Catalog (page 50), there were three Education Program Learning Outcomes for all education
programs (including the ASTE program): :

» Demonstrate basic knowledge of the foundations and concepts related to elementary education,
.« Demonstrate familiarity with a variety of instructional strategies for elementary school students;

and
* Demonstrate basic knowledge in the following areas: art, language, literature, science, math, and
social sciences. .

The second set of goals, specifically for the ASTE program, included 12 PLOs (page 55):

Demonstrate mastery of the content of the elementary school curriculum;

Develop basic elementary school curriculum;

Demonstrate delivery of elementary school curriculum;

Use (demonstrate) delivery of elementary school curriculum;

Assess and evaluate elementary school student learning at both the formative and summative
levels;

« Organize and manage a classroom environment for learning;

» Demonstrate and use background knowledge in learning theories and principles;

» Demonstrate and use background knowledge in human development;

» Demonstrate and use background knowledge in technology;
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Demonstrate and use background knowledge in educational foundation;
Demonstrate and use background knowledge in natural/physical science; and
Demonstrate and use background knowledge in the demonstration of professionalism.

(b) PROGRAM HISTORY: The ASTE program began many years ago, but it is now being phased out
and replaced by the AATP program. More than 3 years ago, the then VPIA Jean Thoulag
recommended that the AATP, as being implemented at the National Campus, be used as the model
in the name of fairness and consistency throughout the COM-FSM system. She made sure that, by
December 2008, a majority of participants at a system-wide conference would vote in favor of the
AATP program. By the next year, it was approved for the entire system, and the state campuses
were directed to implement it as early as the Summer 2009.

Since then, Chuuk Campus has made concerted effort to complete all AS students by the end of
Summer 2011. There are still some left-over AS students, but none needs to take the AS courses in
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the field of education: ED 211, ED 212, ED 225, and SC 100a. All four are teaching methods
courses. , o '

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: The best way to describe the ASTE program is to compare and contrast
it with the AATP program. For one thing, the ASTE attempted to teach teaching methods to
potential teachers, in the likelihood that they would not continue into the Third-Year program (by
personal choice or by admissions barriers). On the other hand, the AATP program assumes that all
AATP graduates would automatically enter the Third-Year program in which teaching methods
courses prevail. Given the fact that an essay is now required for entry into the Third-Year program,
the automaticity described above has been a farce.

Also, the AATP requires more science and humanities than the ASTE.

What is most ludicrous in Palikir’s decision-making in removing ASTE and replacing it with AATP
is the extraordinary hypocrisy of key instructional leaders in their rejection of the “culture of
evidence” which they talk about but take little action when it does not fulfill their assumed need for
power and authority. Rather, the VPIA office was best described as a NATO member — no action,
talk only. There have been no data to justify the removal of ED 211, ED 212, ED 225, and SC 100a
from Chuuk’s ASTE program, to demonstrate that the AATP is superior inasmuch as it gives much

‘weight to science and humanities.

No one would deny that teacher preparation is important in a variety of ways, but those at Palikir
who pushed for the AATP, as it is now, had no credible data to prove such action. Their primary
incentive was the former VPIA’s quest for “fairness and consistency” as lonag as it coincided with
what the National Campus offered.

PROGRAM ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS: Scores on the COMET, as determined by the Palikir

~ administration, are the standards of admission into the degree-seeking AA-TP program.
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PROGRAM DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: Completion of all AS-TE courses, as listed in 2009-2011
General Catalog (pages 60-61), is required.

It should be noted that, in the same catalog referenced above, 9-12 credits (or generally 3-5 courses)
are additionally required in fulfillment of “state needs”. Such needs were first determined in
collaboration with the Chuuk State Department of Education personnel in the 1990s. However, as
the VPIA-sponsored AATP was being embraced, state needs fell aside as an important criterion and
inevitably thrown away. In effect, the National need for systemic “fairness and consistency”
prevailed over state needs.

PROGRAM coqk’gm's AND ENROLLMENT: See 2009-2011 General Catalog (pages 60-61).
PROGRAM FA&L‘T tY: Inasmuch as the ASTE program is being phased out, there shall be no further
funding for any ASTE activity, including faculty.

PROGRAM OUTCOME ANALYSIS: Data herewith are now irrelevant for program funding. The
ASTE program is expected to end during the school year 2011-2012.

RECOMMENDATION: None.




